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May 28, 2021 
 

 
 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

Natalie Dean reports that by the end of business today, the Neighborhood Enhancement 

Program applications will be live on the website!  We will accept applications until June 11 

and then will determine the grantees by a lottery system.  We are anxious to get started and 

make this a productive summer!  The link for the NEP applications can be found at:  

www.cityofdowagiac.com 

 

Also, we have also released an RFP to local realtors to accept proposals on a formal listing 

agent for the MSHDA MOD home at 505 Spruce Street.  The City is able to offer tours in the 

meantime to any member of the public interested in seeing the home.   Please call:  Natalie 

Dean at: 782.0437 or Bobbie Jo Hartline at: 783.2531 to arrange a visit. 

 

Dowagiac’s expanding Housing Initiative programs can be found on the City’s website, visit: 

https://www.cityofdowagiac.com/government/housing___development_opportunities.php 

These are helpful resources for anyone looking to re-locate or improve their home in 

Dowagiac. 
  

Chad Tyrakowski reports on another busy week. The Garden Club planted over $1,600 

worth of flowers in downtown pots.  Similar to the first, the second Saturday of the spring 

clean-up drive thru at 203 Chestnut was slow, but steady.  Assisted by MEC, electric and 

water disconnects/reconnects for May was completed.  In addition, MEC installed a new 

security light at a residence, facilitated an outage for Ameriwood to make repairs, and assisted 

with two call-outs:  a downed large limb into the primary blowing a fuse at a residence on 

Water St., and a car/pole strike that ripped the service drop anchor from a house on 2nd Ave . 

Sampling plans for the CCWS and City were updated and submitted to EGLE by F&V and 

City staff.  Virtual and on-site surveys for the CCWS have been scheduled for June and July.  

With feedback from Dixon, we provided an update to EGLE regarding our progress with the 

clearwell roof.  We are working with EGLE on potential connections at Colony Bay.  And, we 

provided more information to Wightman related to the city’s water Reliability Study and 

General Plan. 

http://www.cityofdowagiac.com/
https://www.cityofdowagiac.com/government/housing___development_opportunities.php


With B3 losing two pumps, we assisted SLAUA first with a temporary fix of removing a 

pump from another station to get it going, and then working with Ferguson to source and 

install replacements, also returning the borrowed pump.  A communication fault at the CCWS 

well houses that resulted from a phase outage on MEC’s side was also resolved.    

At the WWTP, an outage was scheduled and influent diverted to the lagoons to allow MEC to 

repair a bad insulator on the power transfer switch.  We are again able to supply power to the 

plant from either the Chestnut or Poplar sub-stations.  F&V and city staff took advantage of 

the scheduled outage, using the Vactor to clean the grit chamber, manholes, the decant line, 

the scum pit, and the bypass pit.  Chad and F&V also assisted Wightman engineers and 

architects with obtaining more information and making further decisions regarding the 

WWTP portion of the USDA project. 

Mitch coordinated implementation and training of the new PD camera systems.  Other 

training topics for the week included GIS (Mitch and Gordon along with SLAUA), and 

Implementing a Residential Cross Connection Plan (Quentin and Tony).   

ISO was in to assess the fire department and test hydrant flows.  Maximum Fire Protection 

completed the annual extinguisher inspection.  Tree Servants was in to discuss views of what 

a municipal vegetation management program for the city should look like; and, Chad and 

Gordon reviewed and updated the tree list.  Reliable Generator replaced the Turbo and load-

banked the Nubour booster station generator.   

Cleaning of and testing alarm inputs at Indian Lake lift stations was completed, with crews 

now working on those at Sister Lakes.  Street sweeping continues, coming in early to target 

the business district, and making another pass over the state roads.  And, Clean-Cut and city 

staff are working together on preparations for the Memorial Day weekend activities. 

    City offices will be closed on Monday, May 31, in observance of Memorial Day.   

Thank you to the Masons of Dowagiac for, once again, organizing the parade.  Ceremonies 

will begin at 10:30 am, at City Hall and follow the traditional route to Riverside Cemetery.  

The parade will travel up S. Front to E. Division and on to Riverside Drive. 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

  


